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ABSTRACT

India, the largest democratic country, is agrariancharacter. Its 76 percent population lives iflages and
depends on agriculture for the development. Meht857) reported that development cannot progresshowit
responsibility and power. The Mehta committee renemded the scheme of democratic decentralizatibae.stheme of
democratic decentralization is the form of a thteg-interconnected, interdependent democraticctrce of rural local

self-government at the village, block/manual arstrdit level.
Thematic Background
The committee evolved some basic and fundamemmales for Panchayati Raj which is as follows: -

» It should be a three-tier structure of local setfwgrning elected bodies and from village, to disfrthe bodies

are to be organically linked up.
* There should be a genuine transfer of power angaesibilities.
« Adequate resources should be transferred to thelboalies to enable them to discharge these respiitisih
« All development programmes at these levels shaulthbnneled through their bodies.

e The system should be such as will facilitate furthevolution and dispersal of powers and respotisis in the

coming future.
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INTRODUCTION

The Panchayats are expected to play an importalet in rural development in India, particularly eaft
independence. Plan documents of both the centrhlstate governments and various committees havéasiged the
importance of these bodies in the polity. Five-yglans, especially the second five-year plan, $piecial emphasis on the
role of Panchayats in rural developments. The skdive-year plan envisaged a panchayat as resgdenfb village
development keeping transformation of social armhemic life of rural areas as its goal of developté says that the

rural progress depends entirely on the existencanodctive organization in the village which camgrall the people,
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including the weaker sections, into common progra&sno be carried out with the assistance of adtnétisn.
To achieve this objective the second Five year Riatailed the Panchayats to perform civic, develemtal, land
management, land reform and judicial functions. seglent plans and policy pronouncements of themealtieader to

emphasize the role of Panchayats in village devedoyt

Gram Panchayat is the last link in the three-sgstem of Panchayat Raj. As coordinating agency,
Gram Panchayat and its members undertake all thelajamental activities. Gram Panchayat memberg thla role of
advisor to the rural people. They provide inforimatabout various government schemes to the péople village. Thus
the Gram Panchayat and its members have defiratedyundoubtedly a key role to play in Panchayat®atem. Gram
panchayat members play a prime role in bringingualite welfare of the rural people. The Panchayatxpected mainly
to promote economic, political and social developtie the villages. This can happen only whenrttenbers performed

their role effectively and efficiently. Then ancethonly the static society can be changed by tlleegei Panchayat.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

* To study the Role performance of Gram PanchayatitSarambers for the development of Farming and Rura

Community in Puttaparthi-1 block of Anantapur distr
* To study the knowledge of Gram Panchayat Samiti begmabout rural development activities.

* To assess the relationship between Knowledge dadesformance of Gram Panchayat Samiti membergrai

development activities.

* To determine the problems faced by Gram PanchagaitS members in performing the role for rural

development.
* To suggest ways and means for improving the rottopaance of the Gram Panchayat Samiti members.

HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY

The study seeks to test the following hypothe¥fanchayat Raj institution is playing a key role riral

development and enriching the positions of thel peaple".
METHODOLOGY

Anantapur district has total 63 manuals and hav@g panchayats. For this study Puttaparthi selduéwing 4
manuals, with 45-gram panchayats. Using simple aangampling technique for the data collection tiedected
panchayats are Ramapuram, Vankarakunta, Bukkapatdfathacheruvu, Puttaparthi, Vngalama cheruvut &fsGram
panchayat Pradhan’s/presidents and samiti membecteé in the Gram panchayats were obtained franréispective
panchayat Samitis. With help of gram panchayat lRrafbresident and Samiti members, freshly elected-elected were
identified. Those who were re-elected as Gram payathPradhan and Samiti members were consideredealadted a
sample of study, as they had previous experienceirmiing Gram panchayat organization. The datdsis eollected
through the interview schedule. Respondents wéeg\vilewed at their respective residences. A questise was prepared
which comprised questions on various aspects dgalith their social, economic, political and educaél conditions.

The statistical methods such as mean, standarétaeyi coefficient of correlation, multiple regress were used for
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analysis of data.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The result shows the majority (70.00%) of the payat presidents and members belonged to middigyaysp,
whereas an equal proportion 15.0per cent panchmagatbers belonging to old and age and young aggarés. It was
clear from the study that education level of resjgnts showed that 36.67% of the panchayat presidemd members
studied up to high school. 16.66% of the panchagatmbers received distance education. The main atioupis
agriculture (98.33%) as main occupation and agdrical labors; multiple of the business of was 10p@0cent. About
41.67 percent of the presidents had medium soaigicfpation, whereas 31.67 and 26.66 percenterhthad the low and

high social participation, respectively.

About 65.00 percent of the presidents and mentietghe low decision-making ability, whereas 28d 11.67
percent of them had high and medium decision-madbility.

That 43.33 percent of the Gram panchayat memtson to medium knowledge followed by 30.00 and26.
percent who belong to low and high knowledge resypely. About 38.33 percent of the Gram Panchayahii members,
performed the medium role, followed by 35.00 and626percent who belonged to low and high-level riolethe
implementation of rural development activities, pedively. The gram Panchayat Samiti majority oégidents and
members had medium knowledge (43.33%) and the iajoir the gram panchayat members were possesseilme
role(38.33%) in the implementation of rural devetgmt activities and had a highly significant redaghip (0.522**)
between knowledge and role of gram panchayat petsd

Table 1: Profile of the Gram Panchayat Samiti Membes (n=60)

Sl .No Variables F %

Age

1 Young(18-30 years) 9 15.00
Middle(31-50 years) 42 70.00
Old(>50 years) 9 15.00
Education
llliterate 6 10.00
Primary school(1-4) 6 10.0(

2 Middle school(5-7) 10 16.66
High school(8-10) 22 36.67
Distance education 10 16.6[7
Graduate 6 10.00
Size of land holding Size of land holding

3 Small 26 43.33
Marginal 27 45.00
Large 7 11.67
Family occupation
Agriculture 59 98.33

4 Agricultural labours 6 10.00
Business 6 10.0Q
Others 0 0
Family income

5 Low income (Rs. <71,444) 28 46.6/6
High income (Rs. >1,23,997) 6 10.00
Medium income (Rs. 71,444-1,23,997) 26 43.33
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Table 2: Contact with Development Department Officals (n=60)

Frequency of Contact
Officials Once in a Week | Once in 15 Days| Once in a Month When%\éecrulisroblem
F % F % F % F %

M.R.O 19 31.66 17 28.34 14 23.34 10 16.66
A.O 22 36.67 15 25.00 16 26.66 14 11.67
A.E.O 23 38.34 14 23.33 17 28.33 ) 10.00
A.H.O 24 40.00 14 23.33 13 21.67 D 15.00
V.R.O 22 36.66 15 25.00 13 21.67 10 16.66
Scientists of
AQ.UNIURARS 9 15.00 4 6.67 8 13.33 39 65.00
Panchayat officers 29 48.33 20 33.33 6 10.00 5 8.34

It was clear that majority (45.00%) of the respamics belonged to high contact with developmentadigpent
officials followed by 31.67 and 23.00 percent wheddmged to low and medium contact categories, rsedy.

Table 3: Distribution of Village Respondents Accoréhg to Contact with Development
Department Officials:(n=60)

Level F %
Low(<13.68) 19 31.67
Medium(13.68-18.31) 14 23.33
High(>18.31) 27 45.00

Mean=16.00 SD=5.45

Table 4: Overall Role Performed by Gram Panchayat &miti

S| Role Performed F %

1 | Low (<35.91) 21 35.00

2 | Medium (35.91-39.48) 23 38.33

3 | High (>39.48) 16 26.67
Mean=37.69| SD=4.19

Table 5: Distribution of Gram Panchayat Presidentsand Members According to
Social Participation(n=60)

Category F %
Low(<1.21) 19 31.67
Medium(1.21-2.72) 35 41.67
High(>2.72) 16 26.67

Mean=2 | SD=1.84

CONCLUSIONS

The implementation of rural development programeubph the Panchayat Raj institutions has a draktmge in
the socio-economic conditions of the rural peoplahie selected areas. Arrangement for, providiagimg should be

provided to panchayat leaders.

Gram Panchayat Samiti members must have knowleldget aural needs and problems and create awareness

among the members regarding rural developmentitesiv

Training is an important component for developthg managerial ability of the gram panchayat memiser

providing training increasing the greater efficigrmf gram panchayat members.
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A computerised information communication netwook fhe Gram Panchayat Samitis and to the votetheof
Panchayat, linkage can enhances effective managehdavelopment projects by the Gram Panchayatbissible only,
when the existing mechanism of Gram Panchayat wbeldnlarged, so as to include the people entgiemeand access

the need of entire community.

Improving accountability is one key pre-requidite better functioning of the Panchayat. Accourtgbtannot
be enforced if there is lack of transparency in filmectioning of the Panchayats. Steps need to kentfor improving
access to information to the people. One immedisasure can be to make some disclosure volunt&ilym Panchayat
could be required to publish by writing permanemtty suitable walls or permanent display boarddroifice or in other

public places.
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